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Licence to operate a Secondary  
Storage Facility 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Licence Number: 

 

Licence granted by the Malta Resources Authority under the Petroleum for the Inland 

Fuel Market Regulations (LN XXX of 2006) to operate a Secon dary Storage Facility.  

 
____________________________________________, holder of Identity Card Number 

______________, and residing at ____________________________ (hereunder known as 

the licencee) is being granted a licence, on behalf of 

__________________________________     to: 

1. Store fuels in tanks having capacities of: 

Fuel Type Storage Capacity 
  

  

  

  

 

which storage facility is located at: 

 

 

 

 

Licence is being granted under the attached conditions for the time span declared 

hereunder. However, the licence fee shall be payable annually as prescribed in article 11 

of the aforesaid Regulations. The Authority reserves the right to amend, modify, replace 

add or delete the conditions of the licence as prescribed in article 22 of the aforesaid 

Regulations. 

 

Any changes in the information submitted to the Authority in relation to the 

granting of the licence must be submitted to the Authority on pa yment of the 

 
 Malta Resources Authority 

Millennia Complex 
Triq Aldo Moro 
Marsa, LQA06 
MALTA 

 

Tel. : +356   2122 0619 
Fax.: +356    2295 5200 
Email:   enquiry@mra.org.mt 
www.mra.org.mt 
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annual fee or earlier. 

 

Fees paid for this Licence: Lm 

Licence Validity:        XXXX 2006   to 31 st December 2008  

 

 

 

 

 _________________________  

for Malta Resources Authority 
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STANDARD CONDITIONS OF LICENCE  
 
 

   1 DEFINITIONS 

   2 LIMITATIONS, VARIATIONS AND AMENDMENTS 

   3 GENERAL CONDITIONS 

   4 SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

   5 APPLICATION FORM 
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1. Definitions  

 

In the licence and for the purpose of these conditions (except in so far as the context 

otherwise requires) the following expressions shall have the meanings respectively assigned 

to them. The definitions of any other terms found in this licence are the same as those in the 

Petroleum for the Inland Fuel Market Regulations (Legal Notice XXX of 2006) 

 

1.1 Category I  means motor spirit, aviation fuel (aviation spirit and jet-fuel of the gasoline 

type) and biofuels having a low flash point  

1.2 Category IIA  means Jet-fuel of the kerosene type. 

1.3 Category IIB  means gas oil, diesel oil, kerosene and biofuels having a high flash 

point 

1.4 Category III  means fuel oils. 

1.5 Category IV means LPG. 

1.6 Flash Point means the lowest temperature at which a petroleum product or a biofuel 

can form an ignitable mix with air: 

(i) Low flash point is a temperature below 55ºC; and 

(ii) High flash point is a temperature above 55ºC. 

 

1.7 Secondary Containment System means a containment area such as a drip tray or a 

bund wall, impermeable to water and oil surrounding the tank or container: 

(a) having a capacity of not less than 110% of the container storage capacity or, if 

there is more than one container within the system, of not less than 110% of the 

largest container’s storage capacity or 25% of their aggregate storage capacity, 

whichever is the greatest; 

(b) where any number of drums are used for the storage in conjunction with a drip 

tray as the secondary containment system, it is sufficient if the tray has a 

capacity of not less than 25% of the drums capacity. 

 

1.8 Type defines storage capacities of petroleum categories. For Category I, Category 

IIA, Category IIB, Category III and Category IV: 

(i) Type 1  means a secondary storage facility in excess of 301 litres but not 

exceeding 4,500 litres; 

(ii) Type 2 means a secondary storage facility in excess of 4,501 litres but 

not exceeding 10,000 litres; 
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(iii) Type 3 means a secondary storage facility in excess of 10,001 litres but 

not covered by the Control of Major Accidents Hazards Regulation, 

2003; and 

(iv) Type 4  means a secondary storage facility storing Category IV which is 

independent of size. 
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2. LIMITATIONS, VARIATIONS AND AMENDMENTS  

 

2.1 LIMITATIONS 

Nothing in the licence or conditions attached thereto is in any way intended or deemed to 

absolve the licencee or any other person or persons from liability to observe, comply with or 

carry out any requirement or provision of any law or bye-law or other legal requirement for 

the time being in force. 

 

2.2 VARIATIONS AND AMENDMENTS  

Any special condition, exemption or variation allowed in any particular case shall be read 

together with, and taken as, part of these conditions, unless otherwise specified. Any general 

or special condition may be amended or varied at the discretion of the Authority, giving 

where practicable due notice to the licencee. 

 

3. GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 

3.1 The licencee shall comply with the requirements of the Petroleum for the Inland Fuel 

Market Regulations (Legal Notice xxx of 2006), and other applicable 

legislation/regulations in force at the time. 

 

3.2 The granting of the licence will be subject to additional special conditions attached to 

the licence.  

 

3.3 The licencee and all persons employed on the licenced premises shall act in 

accordance with and observe the conditions attached to the licence. 

 

3.4 The licence including the granting form duly issued by the Authority and any special 

licence conditions issued shall be produced to an Inspector upon demand. 

 

3.5 The quantity of petroleum and, or biofuels kept at any one time on the licenced 

premises, excluding petroleum in the tanks of motor vehicles and stationary plant 

(e.g. fire engines, generators etc.) shall not exceed the amount specified in the  

licence. 

 

3.6 The licencee shall take all reasonably practicable steps, necessary to prevent 

persons under the age of 16 from having access to petroleum products on the 

licenced premises or any equipment associated with it. 
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3.7 The licence authorises the licencee to store specific categories of petroleum and, or 

biofuels excluding Category I as detailed in the licence conditions; unless a special 

provision for doing so is not granted by the Authority. 

 

3.8 Clauses 3.17, 3.18 and 3.19 are only valid for Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3 whilst 

clause 3.20 is valid only for Type 4 unless it is specifically indicated that this is not the 

case.  

 

3.9 All other clauses are valid for all types of secondary storage facilities unless it is 

specifically indicated that this is not the case. 

 

3.10 Irrespective of storage Type, no storage tank is to be less than 12 meters away from 

another premises housing vulnerable populations e.g. schools, residential homes or 

hospitals, or the distance established in any other regulations which may be issued 

by the Authority, whichever of these is the greatest. 

 

3.11 The licencee shall take all reasonably practical steps to protect the environment in the 

course of operations associated with this licence, including but not only, those 

specified in environmental legislation currently in force and not specifically related to 

petroleum-filling stations. 

 

3.12 The installation and its operation must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority. 

 

3.13 The licencee shall accept at all reasonable times inspections carried out by officers of 

the Authority or persons on its behalf for the purposes of ascertaining the condition of 

the licenced premises, its equipment and operational standards. 

 

3.14 The licencee must provide assistance and facilitate the work of the various Authorities 

instituted by law, in so far as, and in the carrying out of their duties in accordance with 

their legislative remit and relevance to the licence concerned. 

 

3.15 Operations associated with this licence must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority. The Authority reserves the right to amend, vary, add or remove conditions 

(including general and special) attached to this licence in terms of article 22 of the 

Petroleum for the Inland Fuel Market Regulations (Legal Notice xxx of 2006), The 

licencee undertakes to accept directions in the form of letters intended to explain or 
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amplify the conditions attached to this licence or otherwise improve the general 

conduct of activities regulated by this licence 

 

Storage Location - Indoors 

3.16 Only Type 1  storage of Category IIB  and Category III  products is allowed inside a 

building, provided that: 

a) the petroleum and, or biofuel is stored in a single container/tank or multiple 

containers; 

b) the store room or location of the tank is provided with an unobstructed passage 

through which fire control apparatus may be brought to bear on any part of the 

liquid; 

c) the store room or location of the tank is adequately ventilated at all times; 

d) every container/tank is equipped with a venting capacity sufficient to permit the 

filling and emptying of such container plus any breathing due to temperature 

changes without any distortion to the container/tank; 

e) the store room is used solely for such storage and the vehicle, if any, carrying 

the container; 

f) suitable first-aid fire apparatus is available in the store room or within the 

immediate vicinity of the tank or the store room; 

g) the store room or the location of the tank is to remain free from combustible 

material and other hazardous material storages; 

h) the building housing the storage shall be a single storey construction;  

i) the building shall have a light weight roof or have other means of explosion 

relief.  Where this is not reasonably practicable an acceptable alternative 

should be used such as mechanical ventilation equivalent to at least five air 

changes per hour; 

j) the place of storage is to be located, at least 4m away or the distance 

established by regulations issued by the Authority, whichever of these is the 

greatest from any occupied building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or 

fixed ignition source; and 

k) the store room or location of the tank shall not serve as a sleeping 

accommodation or living quarters. 

 
Storage location - Outdoors 

3.17 Outdoor storage facilities are authorised provided that: 

a) the petroleum and, or biofuel is stored in a single container or tank or multiple 

containers; 
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b) every container or tank is equipped with a venting capacity sufficient to permit 

the filling and emptying of such container plus any breathing due to 

temperature changes without any distortion to the container/tank; 

c) suitable first-aid fire apparatus is available in the immediate vicinity of the tank 

or the store room; 

d) site development permission is obtained from any other relevant Authority; 

e) the place of storage is  to be located at least 4m away in the case of Type 1 

and Type 2  facility, and 7.5m in a Type 3 facility or the distances established 

by regulations issued by the Authority whichever of these is the greatest, from 

any occupied building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or fixed ignition 

source; 

f) in the case of a Type 1  or a Type 2  facility, the licenced premises, shall be 

enclosed by either a suitable wall or a rigid fence and in the case of a Type 3 

facility it shall be enclosed by a boundary wall; 

g) tanks in a Type 1  or Type 2  facility have to have a secondary containment 

system; and 

h) the secondary containment system for a tank in a Type 3  facility has to be a 

bund wall. 

 

Storage Location - Underground 

3.18 Storage in outdoor underground storage facilities is authorised provided that: 

a) the tank is designed and constructed to a national or international standard 

accepted by the Authority; 

b) site development permission is obtained from any other relevant Authority; and 

c) the minimum recommended separation distance of any underground tank to 

any residential building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or fixed 

ignition source shall be at least 2m or the distance established by regulations 

issued by the Authority, whichever of these is the greatest. 

 

Storage Location for Type 4 Petroleum Products 

3.19 Storage location conditions are subject to approved codes of practice approved by 

the Authority. 

 

Waste Collection 

3.20 All effluents from tank cleaning have to be disposed in a manner approved by the 

Authority in accordance with any scheme that may be in place at any time. 
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Material Alteration 

3.21 No person shall perform material alterations on any container or tank in which to his 

knowledge, any petroleum is or has been kept, until he has taken all reasonable 

precautions to ensure that the receptacle has been rendered free from such 

petroleum and any inflammable vapour. 

 

3.22 If the Authority calls upon the licencee, by means of a notice in writing to execute any 

material alterations to the storage facility, which are, in the opinion of the Authority 

necessary for safety, or for other reasons, and that justify the making of material 

alterations of the licenced premises, the licencee shall execute the material 

alterations within such period as may be fixed by the notice. 

 

Security at the Licenced Premises  

3.23 It is the responsibility of the licencee of the licenced premises to make sure that all 

practicable steps necessary to prevent fires, explosions, leaks and spills at the 

licenced premises are taken. 

 

3.24 In this regard, the licencee shall take all practicable steps necessary to prevent: 

a) accident by fire or explosion; 

b) the escape of petroleum and, or biofuel; 

c) any petroleum and, or biofuel entering any drain, sewer or waterway or public 

road; 

d) any naked light, fire, flame or any other source conducive to the ignition of  

flammable vapour occurring or present within a hazardous area; and 

e) smoking taking place in any hazardous area where petroleum and, or biofuel is 

kept, handled or exposed. 

 

3.25 No electric light, electrical apparatus or appliance likely to ignite surrounding 

flammable vapour shall be used in any hazardous area where petroleum and, or 

biofuel is kept, handled or exposed. 

 

3.26 Adequate and efficient fire-fighting equipment together with means for summoning 

the Fire Brigade, shall be provided at all times by the licencee. The equipment shall 

be maintained in good condition and be capable of efficient operation at all times and 

in all weather conditions. 
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Emergency Procedures 

3.27 The licencee shall make available to persons working at the licenced premises, 

written procedures for normal operating and emergency procedures as approved by 

the Authority. 

 

3.28 All storage tanks containing petroleum and, or biofuel have to be clearly marked as 

containing flammable and hazardous goods. The capacity of the storage tank, the 

erection date, date of last inspection and date of last cleaning must also be exhibited 

on a label painted on the bottom course of the tanks in white lettering on a black 

background. 

 

3.29 All operational and emergency procedures shall be reviewed regularly by the 

licencee. They shall be amended to take into account any changes in local 

circumstances, any alterations or modifications to the plant or equipment at the 

licenced premises and as a result of any practical experience gained from suspected 

or actual leaks, spills or other incidents. 

 

Notification Requirements 

3.30 The licencee shall immediately notify the Department of Civil Protection the details of 

any fire, explosion, any actual or suspected leak or loss of petroleum and, or biofuel 

from the storage tanks and pipe work installation on the licenced premises, or other 

significant incident, which could be reasonably judged to be detrimental to the safe 

operation of the licenced premises. 

 

Inspection, testing and certification by a competent person 

3.31 When applying for the granting of a licence to operate a secondary storage facility the 

licencee must commission, a competent person or in the case of Type 4  an Engineer 

as referred to in the Bulk Liquefied Petroleum Gas (installation and use) Regulations 

(Legal Notice xxx of 2006)’, to check and certify that the storage facility complies with 

existing legislative requirements and approved codes of practice.  

 

Thereafter, every: 

 

(i) 10 years from the granting of the licence, for a Type 1 , and Type 2;  

(ii) 2 years from the granting of the licence, for a Type 3; and 

(iii) 2 years from the granting of the licence, for a Type 4  
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the licenced premises must be inspected, checked and certified by a competent 

person. 

 

3.32 Inspection, checking and certification must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority and must be filled in the application.  

 

Maintenance  

3.33 The licenced premises shall be maintained in such a condition that safety-related 

features remain in place and function effectively. 

 

Records 

3.34 The licencee shall maintain in a form acceptable to the Authority, and produce to an 

inspector on request, a record documenting the daily records and accounts of all 

receipts and issues of petroleum in such form as the Authority may from time to time 

prescribe. 

 

Insurance 

3.35 The licencee shall insure and keep insured throughout the duration of the licence the 

licenced premises in their full value against loss or damage including malicious 

damage resulting from fire and/or explosion, including fire and/or explosion that may 

be attributed to negligence and damage to third parties or third party property 

surrounding the licensed premises. 

 

Transfer of Licence 

3.36 Licences shall be transferable:   

  Provided that whenever a licencee desires to transfer his license he shall 

follow the procedure prescribed in Article 24 of the ‘Petroleum for the Inland Fuel 

Market Regulations’, (Legal Notice XXX of 2006). 

 

3.37 The Authority shall treat an application for the transfer of a license as a new 

application in terms of Schedule 1 of the ‘Petroleum for the Inland Fuel Market 

Regulations’, (Legal Notice XXX of 2006). 
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4. Special Conditions of Licence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration 

 

I _________________________________ of _____________________________ 

accept this licence with its conditions. 

 

 

 
_____________________________________ 

************ 

I.D. No.: ********** 
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5.  Application for the granting, renewal or transfer of a lic ence to operate a 
secondary storage facility 

 

A. Applicant’s Details 

 

 

 

 

Granting  Renewal  Transfer  

 To be filled in case application is on behalf of company 

 

 Name of Company: 
 

 VAT No: 
 

 Company Registration No:  

 

 Type of Company: 
        

          LTD                             PLC                           Corporation                   Organization              Governmental 
 

          Other (Specify) 

 

 Details of Company Representative related to this application 
 
 Title:                                             Full Name: 

 I.D. No.:  Position Held: 

 
 Contact Address: 

 Address of licenced premises: 

 
 Tel. No.:  

 
Mobile No.: 

 
Fax No.: 

 
 E-mail Address: 

To be filled if application is made by an individual 

 Title:  Full Name: 

 
 I.D. No./Passport No.: 

 
 VAT No:(if applicable) 

 Contact Address:  

 Address of licenced premises: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 
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I, the undersigned competent person, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge I have examined the installation and 
found it to be fully conforming to the technical information supplied together with this application, which complies with the 
requirements laid down in the licence conditions and any other relevant regulation or bye-law. 
 
 
 
 
 
Name in Full:     Signature:     Date:  
 
   

B. Licencing History of applicant 

 

C. Operational Details 

 

D. Type of Secondary applying for (Tick where applicable)  

 

E. Competent Person responsible for the checking and certi fication of the licenced 

Premises  (Applicable only whenever required by licence cond itions in case of a Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3 insta llation)  

 

F. Declaration by Competent Person  
(Applicable only whenever required by licence condi tions in case of a Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3 Instal lation)  
 

 Has the applicant or any of its shareholders/ promoters or affiliates been licenced by the MRA?      YES      NO  

Licencee’s Name Activity Licence No 

   

   

 
Indicate the type/s of petroleum that will be stored. 
 

               Kerosene                   Biofuel                    Diesel (EN 590)                Gasoil                    LPG                       
 

             Jet A1              Fuel Oil                  Light Cycle Oil                    Other (specify)                        

   Total Capacity of Tanks/Storage Vessels: _____________Liters 

Type 1  Type 2  Type 3  Type 4  

 Title:  Name:  I.D. No: 
Registration No. of Competent  
Person: 

Company Name: 
       (if applicable) 

Contact Address: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 
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I, the undersigned applicant, hereby confirm that to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in this application is 
true and correct, and that it represents accurately the data being requested. 
  
I undertake to inform the Malta Resources Authority of any changes in the information contained in this application, and I 
authorise the Malta Resources Authority to carry out the necessary investigations in order to verify this information. I 
understand that with the granting of the licence I am automatically being subject to the conditions listed in the licence. I also 
understand that the conditions listed in the licence may be changed as prescribed in the Petroleum for the Inland Fuel Market 
Regulations, 2006. I also undertake to give any other information that, from time to time, may be requested by the Authority.  
 
I understand that the Authority shall not be precluded from taking action in the event that the licenced premises are not kept in 
accordance with the standards listed in the licence conditions or any material alteration is carried out without prior consent of 
the Authority.  
 
 
 
 
Name in Full:     Signature:     Date:  
 

I, the undersigned Engineer, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge I have examined the LPG installation and found 
it to be fully conforming to the technical information supplied together with this application, which complies with the 
requirements laid down in the licence conditions and any other relevant regulation or bye-law. 
 
 
 
 
 
Name in Full:     Signature:     Date:  
 
   

G. Engineer Responsible for the checking and certification of the licenced premises     

(Applicable only whenever required by licence condi tions in case of a Type 4 installation)  

 

H. Declaration by Engineer (Applicable only whenever required by licence condi tions in case of a Type 4 installation)  

 

I. Declaration by Applicant 

 

 Title:  Name:  I.D. No: Warrant No: 

Company Name: 
       (if applicable) 

Contact Address: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 

 

 Signatures of Competent LPG Installers 
 
   
 Name in Full:                     Signature:       
 
 
 Name in Full:                     Signature:       
 
 
 Name in Full:                     Signature: 
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In case of an application for operating a secondary storage facility the applicant is required to supply the following information 
together with the application: 
 
Technical Details: 

(i) Development permit 
(ii) Drawing of site and details of tank; 
(iii) Copies of insurance covering third party damage. The Authority reserves the right to request the applicant to alter 

the cover in a manner that is acceptable to it. 
(iv) In case of Type 2, Type 3 and Type 4 installation together with (i) the applicant must also provide a drawing 

showing any piping layout. 
 
Details of applicant: 

 
In case of a company:  

(i) A notarized copy of the identity cards of the Directors and Secretary of the company; 
(ii) Police Conduct Certificates for the Directors of the company; and 
(iii) Data on the person who will be responsible for the day-to day operation (Notarised copy of the ID card, A 

police conduct certificate, details of experience in handling petroleum products). 
 
In case of an individual: 

(i) A notarized copy of the ID Card; 
(ii) Police conduct certificate; and 
(iii) Details of experience in handling petroleum products. 

 

J. Details of previous Licence Holder  (to be filled only in case application for transfer  of licence)  

 

K. Data to be supplied together with application 
(to be completed in only in case of an application for a new licence or transfer of a licence)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Title:  Full Name:  Previous Licence No.: 

 

 I.D. No./Passport No.: 
 

 VAT No:(if applicable) 
  

 Company Registration No.: 
    (if applicable) 

 Contact Address:  

 
 Tel. No.:  

 
Mobile No.: 

 
Fax No.: 

 
 E-mail Address: 

Detach Section 5 and send completed application and all attachments to:  Director of Energy  
Malta Resources Authority 

          Millennia 
Aldo Moro Road 
Marsa LQA 06 
Malta  
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Received By:          Date: 
 
 
 
Amount Due:     Amount Paid:  
 
 
 
Reference File Number: 
 
 
 
Official Stamp: 
 

 

L. For Office Use 

 

Note – Data Protection Notice 

All personal data submitted to the Authority shall be used only in relation to the processing of this application. The 

information shall not be in whole or in part, transmitted to third parties except in those cases where it is required to 

do so by law. 

 


