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______________________________________________________________________ 

Licence Number: 

 

Licence granted by the Malta Resources Authority under the Biofuels Market Regulations, 

(LN XXX of 2006) to sell, produce, blend, wholesale, retail, export, trade, imp ort, 

supply, distribute, deal, exchange, barter and countertrade .  

 
 
____________________________________________, holder of Identity Card Number 

____________, and residing at ____________________________ (hereunder known as the 

licencee) is being granted a licence, on behalf of__________________________________     

to import, wholesale, produce, store, blend and/or retail biofuels. 

 

Licence is being granted under the attached conditions for the time span declared 

hereunder. However, the licence fee shall be payable annually as prescribed in article 11 

of the aforesaid Regulations. The Authority reserves the right to amend, modify, replace 

add or delete the conditions of the licence as prescribed in article 22 of the aforesaid 

Regulations. 

 

Any changes in the information submitted to the Authority in r elation to the 

granting of the licence must be submitted to the Authority on payment of the 

annual fee or earlier. 

 

Fees paid for this Licence: Lm 

Licence Validity:          XXXX 2006   to 31 st December 2012 

 

 

_________________________  

for Malta Resources Authority 

 

 

 

 
 Malta Resources Authority 

Millennia Complex 
Triq Aldo Moro 
Marsa, LQA06 
MALTA 
 

Tel. : +356   2122 0619 
Fax.: +356    2295 5200 
Email:   enquiry@mra.org.mt 
www.mra.org.mt 

 

Licence to carry out the activities of 
Importation, Wholesale, Production, 
Storage, Blending and/or retail of Biofuels  
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1.  Definitions 

In the licence and for the purpose of these conditions (except in so far as the context 

otherwise requires) the following expressions shall have the meanings respectively assigned 

to them. The definitions of any other terms used in this licence are the same as those in the 

Biofuels Market Regulations, (Legal Notice XXX of 2006). 

 

1.1 Approved Arrangements  means those arrangements relating to the design, 

construction and operation of the licenced premises, which accord with the plans and 

specifications approved by the Authority. 

 

1.2 Attendant Operated  means a biofuel filling station where an attendant directly 

operates and controls the dispensing equipment and the discharge nozzle. 

 

1.3 Attended Self-Service  means a biofuel filling station where a user operates the 

dispensing equipment which is activated, supervised and may be shut off in an 

emergency by an attendant at a control point. 

 

1.4 Flash Point means the lowest temperature at which a petroleum product or a biofuel 

can form an ignitable mix with air. 

(i) Low flash points are temperatures below 55ºC; and 

(ii) High flash points are temperatures above 55ºC. 

 

1.5 Operator  means an operator approved in writing by the Authority possessing 

adequate qualifications as approved by the Authority, suitable training and sufficient 

knowledge, experience and skill to carry out tasks related to the day to day running of 

the installation safely and effectively.  The operator shall have the necessary ability in 

the particular operation of the type of plant and equipment with which he or she is 

concerned, an understanding of relevant statutory requirements and an appreciation 

of the hazards involved.  The operator shall also be able to recognise the need for 

competent advice or assistance when necessary and to assess the importance of the 

results of examinations and tests in the light of their purpose. 

 

1.6 Secondary Containment System means a containment area such as a drip tray or a 

bund wall, impermeable to water, biofuel and petroleum products surrounding the 

tank or container: 

(a) having a capacity of not less than 110% of the container storage capacity or, if 

there is more than one container within the system, of not less than 110% of the 
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largest container’s storage capacity or 25% of their aggregate storage capacity, 

whichever is the greatest; 

(b) where any number of drums are used for the storage in conjunction with a drip 

tray as the secondary containment system, it is sufficient if the tray has a 

capacity of not less than 25% of the drums capacity. 

 

1.7 Type defines storage capacities.    

(i) Type 1  means a secondary storage facility in excess of 301 litres but not 

exceeding 4,500 litres; 

(ii) Type 2 means a secondary storage facility in excess of 4,501 litres but not 

exceeding 10,000 litres; 

(iii) Type 3 means a secondary storage facility in excess of 10,001 litres but not 

covered by the Control of Major Accidents Hazards Regulations, 2003. 

 

1.8 Unattended Self-Service means a biofuel filling station where dispensing equipment 

is activated and operated by the user without supervision by an attendant. 
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2. LIMITATIONS, VARIATIONS AND AMENDMENTS  

 

2.1 Limitations 

Nothing in the licence or conditions attached thereto is in any way intended or deemed to 

absolve the licencee or any other person or persons from liability to observe, comply with or 

carry out any requirement or provision of any law or bye-law or other legal requirement for 

the time being in force. 

 

2.2 Variations and Amendments  

Any special condition, exemption or variation allowed in any particular case shall be read 

together with, and taken as, part of these conditions, unless otherwise specified. Any general 

or special condition may be amended or varied at the discretion of the Authority, giving 

where practicable due notice to the licencee. 

 

3. GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 
3.1 The licencee shall comply with the requirements of the Biofuels Market Regulations 

2006. (Legal Notice xxx of 2006) and other applicable legislation/regulations in force 

at the time 

 

3.2 The granting of the licence will be subject to additional special conditions attached to 

the licence.  

 

3.3 The licencee and all persons employed by the licencee shall act in accordance with 

and observe the conditions attached to the licence. 

 

3.4 The licence including the granting form duly issued by the Authority and any special 

licence conditions issued shall be produced to an inspector upon demand. 

 

3.5 This licence authorises the licencee to sell, produce, blend, wholesale, retail, export, 

trade, import, supply, distribute, deal, exchange, barter and countertrade all forms of 

biofuels.  

 

3.6 The possession by any one person of a licence to carry out the activities of  

importing, selling, producing, blending and storing of biofuels shall not be construed 

as a licence to import, store and/or sell petroleum products, save as allowed by 3.7 

below. 
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3.7 The licencee may acquire and store petroleum products for the sole purpose of 

blending with biofuels and for selling in blends of biofuels with a minimum content of 

biofuel of 5% by volume.   

 

3.8 The quantity of Biofuels and Petroleum kept at any one time on the licenced 

premises, excluding biofuel in the tanks of motor vehicles shall not exceed the 

amount specified in the special conditions of the licence. 

 

3.9 The licencee shall take all reasonably practicable steps necessary to prevent persons 

under the age of 16 from having access to biofuel on the licenced premises or any 

associated equipment with it. 

 

3.10 The licencee shall take all reasonably practical steps to protect the environment in the 

course of operations associated with this licence. 

 

3.11 The installation and its operation must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority. 

 

Performance Bond & Guarantee 

3.12 When applying for the granting of a licence, the applicant must submit a bond in the 

form of a bank guarantee to cover his application form. This guarantee has to be 

payable on demand in favour of the Malta Resources Authority (the Authority), and in 

a form defined by it, for an amount of __________________ Malta Liri (Lm_______). 

The bond is intended to ensure an applicant’s commitment towards the application 

process. In the case of unsuccessful applicants, the bond will be released at the end 

of the application process whilst in the case of a successful applicant, the bond will be 

maintained as a performance guarantee.  

 

3.13 No application for the granting of a licence to carry out the activities of Importation, 

Wholesale, Production, Storage, Blending and/or retail of Biofuels shall be processed 

unless accompanied by a valid bond.  

 

3.14 The bond must be in conformance with the conditions as laid out in Section 9 of the 

document. 

 

3.15 If, at any stage of the application process, the applicant withdraws the application, for 

a reason considered by the Authority as being in the circumstances insufficiently 
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justified or unreasonable, a penalty of Lm____.____ will be retained from the bond. 

 

3.16 The performance guarantee, will from the time of the granting of the licence, 

guarantee that the licencee will honour the licence conditions listed in the grants of 

rights of use document. 

 

3.17 The performance guarantee will have to be valid for the duration of the licence and 

any renewals thereof. 

 

3.18 The bond and subsequently the guarantee shall be issued by a bank, investment 

bank, financial institution, insurance company or similar, which neither controls, nor is 

effectively controlled by, the applicant, nor is controlled by a person who controls the 

applicant, and which is registered in the European Economic Area and has a 

minimum long-term debt “A” rating from Standard & Poors or “A” from Moody’s 

Investors Service Limited. 

 

3.19 The licencee shall accept at all reasonable times inspections carried out by officers of 

the Authority or by persons on its behalf for the purposes of ascertaining the condition 

of the licenced premises, its equipment and operational standards. 

 

3.20 The licencee must provide assistance and facilitate the work of the various Authorities 

instituted by law, in so far as, and in the carrying out of their duties in accordance with 

their legislative remit and relevance to the licence concerned. 

 

3.21 Operations associated with this licence must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority. The Authority reserves the right to amend, vary, add or remove conditions 

(including general and special) attached to this licence in terms of article 22 of the 

Biofuels Market Regulations, 2006 (Legal Notice XXX of 2006).. The licencee 

undertakes to accept directions in the form of letters intended to explain or amplify the 

conditions attached to this licence or otherwise improve the general conduct of 

activities regulated by this licence. 

 

Stock Records and supply of data  

 3.22 The licencee shall maintain a customer complaint register and proceedings, in a form 

approved by the Authority, which shall be made available for examination by an 

inspector on demand thereof being made. 
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3.23  The licencee shall undertake and record, in a manner and to a level of accuracy 

acceptable to the Authority, the monitoring and reconciliation of all handled biofuel 

stocks imported, acquired, possessed, produced, blended and/or sold as the case 

may be, including any petroleum stocks handled for blending with biofuels.  These 

records shall be retained for at least 24 months and shall be made available for 

examination by an inspector on demand. The licencee shall notify the Authority 

forthwith of any apparent losses or gains of biofuels and, or petroleum identified, 

which are outside normal operational patterns. 

 

3.24  Within the first two weeks of each month the licencee must submit in written form to 

the Authority a list covering the total amount of biofuels handled during the preceding 

month. Where applicable the list shall cover:  

(i) all biofuels imported, produced, bought or blended and including any other 

relevant details as may be prescribed by the Authority; 

(ii) all biofuels wholesaled; and 

(iii) all biofuel retailed to final customers, divided into: 

· residential premises; 

· transport; 

· commercial premises; and 

· industrial premises 

for each biofuel product. 

 

Biofuel Quality 

3.25 No person shall sell, blend, wholesale, retail, export, trade, import, supply, distribute, 

deal, exchange, barter and countertrade in any biofuel that is not in conformity with 

any standard which in the opinion of the Authority is applicable to that biofuel. 

 

3.26 The quality of the petroleum fraction used in biofuel blends is subject to conditions as 

per the Quality of Petrol and Diesel Fuels Regulations (L.N. 222 of 2001), regulating 

fuel used in the Transport Sector, and the Reductions in the Sulphur Content of 

certain Liquid Fuels Regulations (L.N. 159 of 2002), regulating fuel used in non-road 

mobile and immobile machinery and equipment, as amended. 

 

Operating and Emergency Procedures 

3.27 The licencee shall make available to persons working at the licenced premises, 

written procedures for normal operating and emergency procedures as approved by 

the Authority.  
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3.28 All operational and emergency procedures shall be reviewed regularly by the 

licencee. They shall be amended to take into account any changes in local 

circumstances, any alterations or modifications to the plant or equipment at the 

licenced premises and as a result of any practical experience gained from suspected 

or actual leaks, spills or other incidents. 

 

Notification Requirements 

3.29 The licencee shall immediately notify the Authority and the Civil Protection 

Department and confirm in writing the details of any fire, explosion, significant spillage 

of biofuel and, or petroleum on the licenced premises, including from vehicles, any 

actual or suspected leak or loss of biofuel and, or petroleum from the storage tanks 

and pipe work installation on the licenced premises, or other significant incident, 

which would be reasonably judged to be detrimental to the safe operation of the 

licenced premises. 

 

Insurance 

3.30 The licencee shall insure and keep insured throughout the duration of the licence the 

licenced premises in their full value against loss or damage including malicious 

damage resulting from fire and/or explosion, including fire and/or explosion that may 

be attributed to negligence and damage to third parties and, or third party property 

surrounding  the storage facility boundary. 

 

Transfer of Licence 

3.31 Licences shall be transferable:   

  Provided that whenever a licencee desires to transfer his licence he shall 

follow the procedure prescribed in Article 24 of the Biofuels Market Regulations 

(Legal Notice xxx of 2006). 

 

3.32 The Authority shall treat an application for the transfer of a licence as a new 

application in terms of the Biofuels Market Regulations (Legal Notice xxx of 2006). 

 

4. IMPORTATION, PRODUCTION & WHOLESALE 

Short form test prior to unloading    

4.1 For each and every biofuel consignment imported and intended to be supplied to the 

inland market the licencee must appoint at his expenses a competent person in the 

form of an independent certified laboratory approved by the Department of Customs 

and the Authority to take a sample from each tank of the tanker or barge before 
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unloading of the fuel consignment and perform a short test on each sample. The 

parameters which are to be tested in the short test before unloading are the density, 

water content, sulphur content and viscosity.  

 

The results of the short tests will have to be presented to Customs, and the unloading 

will not commence before approval by Customs has been obtained. All tests will have 

to be conducted according to standards listed in 4.5. 

 

Fuel Quality Checks after unloading if consignment is intended  to be supplied to the 

inland market without blending or addition of additives of any  sort    

4.2 Once the biofuel has been unloaded into the tanks and this is intended to the inland 

market without blending or addition of additives of any sort  the licencee must 

provide a quality certificate according to standards listed in 4.5 of the biofuel imported 

from an independent certified laboratory approved by the Department of Customs and 

the Authority showing full details of the product as may be directed by the Authority.  

 

The licencee must take two samples from the tank/s containing the biofuel product. 

The two samples must be sealed and each must signed by a representative of the 

importer and by a customs official. The samples are to be kept by the importer for a 

period of three months and made available to the Authority on request.  

 

The samples may be taken at any point prior to the release of the fuel, but the fuel 

must be sealed and untampered with from the point at which the sample is taken until 

the fuel is released to the market.  

 

Fuel Quality Checks after unloading if the consignment is not to be sold in the as-

imported condition    

4.3 Whenever a biofuel consignment is intended for the inland market not in the ‘as-

imported’ condition but requires further processing, the Authority is to be informed 

immediately by the licencee in writing by fax or e-mail. The final product resulting 

from this processing is to be supported by a laboratory certificate covering a full 

complete test performed on the basis of the standards listed in 4.5 issued by an 

independent certified laboratory approved by the Department of Customs and the 

Authority, reporting on samples taken by a representative of the laboratory from all 

storage tanks containing the product to be released . Expenses for the 

commissioning of the analysis must be borne by the licencee. The licencee is to 

supply a copy of the test results duly signed by the independent certified laboratory 
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within two working days from the mixing. Retention samples as described in 4.2 

above are also to be kept. 

 

Batch production 

4.4 In the case of batch production one every five production batches produced and 

intended be supplied to the inland market must be tested according to 4.3. Retention 

samples as described above are also to be kept. 

 

4.5 In the case of:  

(i) biodiesel, the test analysis shall be according to the latest issue of MSA EN 

14214 standard; 

(ii) petroleum diesel used in biodiesel blends designated for use in transport shall 

conform to the latest issue of MSA EN 590; and 

(iii) gasoline used with bioethanol blends designated for transport shall conform to 

the latest issue of MSA EN 228. 

 

4.6 The Authority may at its discretion take a sample of any consignment or batch 

produced, irrelevant where it is stored, for inspection purposes.  

 

Production and blending of biofuels 

4.7 The production and blending of biofuels must be carried out under the supervision 

and responsibility of an operator designated for such purposes. 

 

Dyeing of Biofuel blends 

4.8 Unblended biofuels are to remain un-dyed. 

  

4.9 In the case of biofuel-petroleum blends the licencee must make sure that the biofuel 

does not alter the colour scheme of the petroleum grades added to the biofuel 

component and listed in section 4.10.  

 

4.10 In the case of: 

(i) unleaded petrol, the fuel shall be dyed with a green colour; 

(ii) lead replacement petrol, the fuel shall remain un-dyed; 

(iii) all gas oil designated for use as marine fuel shall be dyed with a red colour and, 

or any other fiscal marker as directed by the controller of customs; 

(iv) gasoil (0.2% Sulphur), the fuel shall be dyed with a violet colour and, or any 

other fiscal marker as directed by the controller of customs; and 
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(v) automotive diesel (0.005% Sulphur), the fuel shall be dyed with a blue colour  

 

Wholesale 

4.11 Wholesale of petroleum products not having a minimum biofuel content of 5% is not 

allowed and wholesale of petroleum products having a minimum content of 5% 

biofuels are to be wholesaled as biofuels. 

 

5.  STORAGE 

Compliance with Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulatio ns (COMAH), 2003.  

5.1 If the installation for which an application is forwarded lies within the scope of 

(COMAH) when the licencee is applying with the Authority for granting of a licence or 

for renewal of a licence, the licencee must obtain and submit clearance in writing from 

the OHSA that the storage facility is abiding with the aforesaid COMAH Regulations 

and certify that the facility for all intents and purpose is safe to operate. 

 

Storage locations for installations not within the scope of the  COMAH Regulations, 

2003  

5.2 Only Type 1  storage of Biofuels having a high flash point  is allowed inside a 

building, provided that: 

a) the biofuel is stored in a single container/tank or multiple containers; 

b) the store room or location of the tank is provided with an unobstructed passage 

through which fire control apparatus may be brought to bear on any part of the 

liquid; 

c) the store room or location of the tank is adequately ventilated at all times; 

d) every container/tank is equipped with a venting capacity sufficient to permit the 

filling and emptying of such container plus any breathing due to temperature 

changes without any distortion to the container/tank; 

e) the store room is used solely for such storage and the vehicle, if any, carrying 

the container; 

f) suitable first-aid fire apparatus is available in the store room or within the 

immediate vicinity of the tank or the store room; 

g) the store room or the location of the tank is to remain free from combustible 

material and other hazardous material storages; 

h) the building housing the storage shall be a single storey construction;   

i) the building shall have a light weight roof or have other means of explosion 

relief. Where this is not reasonably practicable an acceptable alternative should 



Official Draft – 04/06 14

be used such as mechanical ventilation equivalent to at least five air changes 

per hour; 

j) the place of storage is to be located, at least 4m away or the distance 

established by Regulations issued by the Authority whichever of these is the 

greatest from any occupied building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or 

fixed ignition source; and 

k) the store room or location of the tank shall not serve as a sleeping 

accommodation or living quarters. 

 
5.3 Outdoor storage facilities are authorised provided that: 

a) the biofuel is stored in a single container or tank or multiple containers; 

b) every container or tank is equipped with a venting capacity sufficient to permit 

the filling and emptying of such container plus any breathing due to 

temperature changes without any distortion to the container/tank; 

c) suitable first-aid fire apparatus is available in the immediate vicinity of the tank 

or the store room; 

d) site development permission is obtained from any other relevant Authority; 

e) the place of storage is  to be located at least 4m away in the case of Type 1 

and Type 2  facility, and 7.5m in a Type 3 facility or the distances established 

by Regulations issued by the Authority whichever of these is the greatest, from 

any occupied building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or fixed ignition 

source; 

f) in the case of a Type 1  or a Type 2  facility, the licenced premises, shall be 

enclosed by either a suitable wall or a rigid fence and in the case of a Type 3 

facility it shall be enclosed by a boundary wall; 

g) tanks in a Type 1  or Type 2  facility have to have a secondary containment 

system; and 

h) the secondary containment system for a tank in a Type 3  facility has to be a 

Bund wall. 

 

5.4 Storage in underground storage facilities is authorised provided that: 

a) the tank is designed and constructed to a national or international standard 

accepted by the Authority; 

b) site development permission is obtained from any other relevant Authority; and 

c) the minimum recommended separation distance of any underground tank to 

any residential building, boundary wall, flammable liquid storage or fixed 
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ignition source shall be at least 2m or the distance established by Regulations 

issued by the Authority whichever of these is the greatest. 

 
Security at the licenced premises 

5.5 It is the responsibility of the licencee of the licenced premises and his operator to 

secure that all practicable steps necessary are taken to prevent fires, explosions, 

leaks and spills at the licenced premises. 

 

5.6 In this regard the licencee and his operator shall take all practicable steps necessary 

to prevent: 

(a) accident by fire or explosion; 

(b) the escape of biofuel and, or petroleum; 

(c) any biofuel and, or petroleum entering any drain, sewer or waterway or public 

road; 

(d) any naked light, fire, flame or any other source liable to ignite flammable vapour 

occurring or present within a hazardous area; 

(e) smoking taking place in any hazardous area where biofuel and, or petroleum is 

kept, handled or exposed. 

(f)   the operation of radio transmitting equipment, including Citizens Band radios 

and mobile telephones in the hazardous area; and 

(g)  the dispensing of biofuel unless the safe operation of the licenced premises can 

be ensured. 

 

5.7 No electric light, electrical apparatus or appliance likely to ignite surrounding 

flammable vapour shall be used in any hazardous area where biofuel and, or 

petroleum is kept, handled or exposed. 

 

5.8 Adequate and efficient fire-fighting equipment together with means for summoning 

the Fire Brigade as the Authority may approve or require, shall be provided at all 

times by the licencee.  All such equipment shall be situated in a position approved by 

the Authority and shall remain at all times, when the premises are open for business, 

both accessible and unobstructed. The equipment shall be maintained in good 

condition and be capable of efficient operation at all times and in all weather 

conditions. 

 

5.9 All storage tanks containing biofuel and, or petroleum have to be clearly marked as 

containing flammable and hazardous goods. 
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5.10 When applying for the granting of a licence to operate a storage facility the licencee 

must commission, a competent person to check and certify that the storage facility 

complies with existing legislative requirements and approved codes of practice. 

Thereafter, every: 

(i) 10 years from the granting of the licencee, for a Type 1, and Type 2  

(ii) 2 years from the granting of the licencee, for a Type 3  

the licenced premises must be inspected, checked and certified by a competent 

person. 

 

5.11 Appropriate steps shall be taken to prevent leaks and spills and to detect the sources 

of any leaks, including leaks indicated as a result of monitoring fuel stocks or 

excessive fuel odours at or in the vicinity of the licenced premises.  Any leaks or spills 

shall be prevented from escaping from the licenced premises.  Small leaks or spills 

shall be cleared up promptly by the application of dry sand or other absorbent 

material.  All sand or other material used for clearing or containing leaks or spills shall 

not be exposed to a source of ignition and shall be disposed of safely. 

 

5.12 The licencee shall immediately take all practicable steps necessary to remedy any 

defect or condition likely to cause accident, fire, explosion or leak and to investigate 

any suspected leak, and thereafter within 7 days from noticing the condition he shall 

at his own expense commission a competent person to do such tests and works of 

demolition, alteration, extraction, retrieval or construction as may be required by the 

Authority. 

 

5.13 Adequate and unobstructed means of escape from all parts of the licenced premises 

shall be provided and maintained to the satisfaction of the Authority.  The parking of 

vehicles shall not be permitted in such a manner as to impede the safety of the 

licenced premises. 

 

5.14 Save as otherwise approved by the Authority, no substance of a flammable, corrosive 

or explosive nature shall be kept at a distance less than 4m near a place where 

biofuels and, or petroleum products are kept, handled or exposed.   

 

Material alterations to storage facilities  

5.15 No person shall perform material alterations on any container or tank in which to his 

knowledge, any biofuel and, or petroleum is or has been kept until he has taken all 
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reasonable precautions to ensure that the receptacle has been rendered free from 

such biofuel and, or petroleum and any inflammable vapour. 

 

5.16 If the Authority calls upon the licencee, by a notice in writing to execute any material 

alterations to the storage facility, which are, in the opinion of such Authority 

necessary for the safety of the licenced premises, the licencee shall execute the 

material alterations within such period not being more than one month from the date 

of receipt of the notice, as may be fixed by the notice. 

 

6. RETAIL 

Dispensing of Biofuels  

6.1 During periods when the licenced premises is open for business as an attendant 

operated or as an attendant self-service, the licenced premises and all operations 

occurring at the licenced premises shall be supervised by an operator who shall not 

be under the age of 18 years.  Other employees of the licenced premises shall be 

under the supervision of the Operator. 

 

6.2 Biofuel shall only be dispensed into the fuel tanks of a motor vehicle or into a suitable 

container (which has been designed and constructed for the carriage of that particular 

type of biofuel) through appropriate dispensing pumps or dispensers as approved in 

writing by the Authority. Any container used for this purpose shall immediately be 

securely closed and removed from the licenced premises or kept in a safe place. 

 

6.3 Retailing of petroleum products not having a minimum biofuel content of 5% is not 

allowed and retail of petroleum products having a minimum content of 5% biofuels 

are to be retailed as biofuels. 

 

6.4 When dispensing biofuel: 

 (i) the percentage of biofuel contained in the product must be clearly indicated on the 

pump or dispenser; and 

 (ii) there must be a clear indication that the customer should enquire with his car’s 

agent to check whether his car takes biofuel percentages of more than 5%. 

  

Unattended Licenced Premises 

6.5 Except where the licenced premises are authorised by the Authority for use as an 

“Unattended Self Service Filling Station”, the licenced premises when left unattended, 

shall have all electrical power to the dispensing equipment switched off and the 
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dispensers, all biofuel storage tanks and associated equipment adequately secured 

to prevent unauthorised access.  

 

Inspection, testing and certification 

6.6 When applying for the granting of a licence to operate a biofuel filling station the 

applicant must commission a warranted electrical engineer as defined in the 

Engineering Profession Act or the equivalent professional qualification as provided 

under the Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Act, approved by the Authority, to 

inspect, test and certify that all electrical equipment and parts of the electrical 

installation on the licenced premises relevant to; the delivery, storage and dispensing 

of fuel; and to those areas of the licenced premises where an explosive atmosphere 

may occur; comply with existing legislative requirements. Thereafter, every 2 years 

from the granting of the licencee, the licenced premises must be inspected and 

certified by a competent person. 

 

6.7 When applying for the granting of a licence to operate a biofuel filling station the 

applicant must commission a competent person, to inspect, test and certify that the 

storage facility complies with existing legislative requirements and approved codes of 

practice. Thereafter, every 2 years from the granting of the licencee, the licenced 

premises must be inspected and certified by a competent person. 

 

6.8 Inspection, testing and certification must comply with the guidelines issued by the 

Authority. 

 

Maintenance & Maintenance Records  

6.9 The licenced premises shall be maintained in such a condition that all approved 

arrangements, including all relevant safety-related features remain in place and 

function effectively. 

 

6.10 The licencee shall maintain in a form acceptable to the Authority and produce to an 

inspector on request, a record documenting the details of all maintenance, repair, 

staff training and audit inspections relevant to the prevention of fire and explosion on 

the licenced premises  

 

6.11 The licencee shall maintain and produce to an inspector on demand, documentary 

evidence that all electrical equipment and parts of the electrical installation on the 

licenced premises relevant to; the delivery, storage and dispensing of biofuel; and to 
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those areas of the licenced premises where an explosive atmosphere may occur 

have been tested as prescribed in these licence conditions.   

 

Road Tanker Deliveries 

6.12 At any biofuel filling station with a vapour balancing system care shall be taken to 

prevent release of biofuel vapour at ground level.  When connecting hoses prior to 

delivery of biofuel, the vapour hose shall be connected before the delivery hose. On 

completion of the delivery operation, the vapour hose shall not be disconnected until 

the delivery hose has been discharged and disconnected.  At such sites the dipping 

of a road tanker compartment is not permitted whilst the transfer of biofuel is actually 

taking place from any compartment of the road tanker, unless approved by the 

Authority. 

 

6.13 Simultaneous road tanker deliveries of different biofuels shall not be made. 

 

Notices 

6.14 The licencee shall keep displayed a notice setting out the conditions of licence to be 

observed by persons employed at the licenced premises. The notice shall be installed 

where it is readily accessible and easily readable by all employees likely to be at the 

licenced premises at any time. 

 

Opening Hours and mode of operation 

6.15 When applying for a licence the licencee must notify the Authority the hours in which 

he will be open for business and submit a weekly schedule on how he is going to 

operate. There are three mode of operations under which the licenced premises can 

operate: 

• Attendant Operated; or 

• Attended Self-Service; or 

• Unattended Self-Service. 

 

6.16 The hours when the licenced premises are operating as an attendant operated or as 

an attendant self-service must be clearly indicated at a conspicuous site in these 

licenced premises. 

 

Pricing 

6.17 Prices showing the cost of the biofuel products shall be displayed at all entries to the 
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licenced premises and on each and every pump as indicated in the Consumers 

Affairs Act (Pricing Indications Regulations 2002). Signs at station entries are to be 

clearly legible to motorists driving on the adjacent road’. 
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7. Special Conditions of Licence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration 

 

I_________________________________of_____________________________ accept 

this licence with its conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
_____________________________________ 

************ 

I.D. No.: ********** 
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8.  Application for the granting of a Licence to carry out th e importation, 
wholesale, production, storage, blending and/or retail of Biofu els 

 

A. Applicant’s Details 

 

 To be filled if application is made on behalf of a company 

 Name of Company: 

 Company Registration No:  VAT No: 

 
 Type of Company: 
        

          LTD                      PLC                      Corporation                    Government                Organization 
 

          Other (Specify) 

  

Is company part of a Holding?  NO         YES  (Specify)                                                                                        

 
 Details of Company Representative 
 
 Title:                                             Full Name: 

 I.D. No./Passport No.:  Position Held: 

 
 Contact Address: 

 Address of Licenced Premises: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

 Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 

Details of Authorised Representative on matters related to this application. This section is to be filled if details are 
different from those in Section A. For companies not registered in Malta this section is to be filled by an Authorised 
Local Representative. 

 Title:  Full Name: 

 I.D. No.  Position Held: 

 Contact Address: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

 Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 
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B. Licensing History of applicant 

 

C. Business Details of Applicant 

 

D. Activities to be engaged in by Applicant 

To be filled if application is made by an individual 

 Title:  Full Name: 

 
 I.D. No./Passport No.: 

 
 VAT No: 
 

 Contact Address:  

 Address of Licenced Premises: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

 Mobile No.: 
 

 Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 

 Has the applicant or any of its shareholders/ promoters or affiliates been licenced by the MRA?         YES         NO  

Licencee’s Name Activity Licence No Still Active 

   YES      NO  

   YES      NO  

   YES      NO  

Give the name(s) and private address(es) of each of the legal representatives (current directors or any other officers, 
company secretary, partners or members of the committee of management). Identify, as applicable, the chairman, 
chief executive, managing director, finance director, and any other director with specific duties. 

Full Name ID No/Passport No Address Position 

    

    

    

 

Indicate the commercial activities that are to be engaged in.                     Importation   Wholesale   Production 

                                                                                                                    Storage        Blending      Retail 
 
Indicate the type/s of biofuels that will be handled. 
 

               Biodiesel                                              Bioethanol                                      Other (specify)                        
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E. Regulatory Approval/Actions 

 

F. Operational Details of Storage 

 

G. Operational Details for Producing Biofuels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has the applicant or any of its shareholders / promoters or directors been found guilty or convicted or been subject to any form 
of enforcement action by any regulatory authority or convicted of a criminal offence in the past 5 years or are any charges now 
pending? 
 
If yes please provide full particulars in a separat e, signed and dated statement)                      YES             NO  

Has the applicant or any of its shareholders / promoters or directors ever had a licence or permit or other form of registration 
of any kind refused, suspended, revoked or cancelled by any regulatory authority? 
 

If yes please provide full particulars in a separat e, signed and dated statement)                      YES             NO  

List any trading and company names (state which and when used) used by the applicant or any of its shareholders / 
promoters or directors within the last five years. (Attach separate sheet if necessary) 
 

 
List any trading name which the applicant uses or proposed to use if different from the name given under Section A. 
 

Type of Biofuel Stored Capacity 
(metric tons) 

  

  

  

  

 
   Biofuel Production Capacity in litres per day:  

  (Tick were applicable) 
   

        Bioethanol _________________________________________ 
 

        Biodiesel __________________________________________ 
 

        Other Please Specify:____________________________________________________________________________       
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I, the undersigned competent person, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge I have examined the installation and 
found it to be fully conforming to the technical information supplied together with this application, which complies with the 
requirements laid down in the licence conditions and any other relevant regulation or bye-law. 
 
 
 
 
Name in Full:     Signature:     Date:  
 

H. Operational Details for Dispensing Biofuels 

 

I. Competent person responsible for the checking and certifica tion of the licenced 

premises  (Applicable only whenever required by licence cond itions)  

 

J. Declaration by Competent person  
(Applicable only whenever required by licence condi tions)  

 

 

            
Names of Site Operator/s: 

 

Registration Number of Site 
Operator/s:  

  

  Names of other employees: 

 

I.D. Card Number of other 
employees: 

 

 
   Biofuel Products Offered for Sale:  

  (Tick were applicable) 
   

        Bioethanol (___% Bioethanol offered for sale)       Biodiesel (___% Biodiesel offered for sale) 
 

        Other Please Specify:____________________________________________________________________________       
 
   Number of Tanks: 
      

        Biodiesel              Bioethanol       Other 

   Number of Nozzles: 
 

        Biodiesel              Bioethanol        Other 

   Total Capacity of Tanks: _____________Liters 

 Title:  Name:  I.D. No: 
Registration No. of Competent  
Person: 

Company Name: 
       (if applicable) 

Contact Address: 

 

 Tel. No.:  
 

Mobile No.: 
 

Fax No.: 
 

 E-mail Address: 
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I, the undersigned applicant, hereby confirm that to the best of my knowledge, the information contained in this application is 
true and correct, and that it represents accurately the data being requested. 
  
I undertake to inform the Malta Resources Authority of any changes in the information contained in this application, and I 
authorise the Malta Resources Authority to carry out the necessary investigations in order to verify this information. I 
understand that with granting of the licence I am automatically being subject to the conditions listed in the licence. I also 
understand that the conditions listed in the licence may be changed as prescribed in the Biofuels Market Regualtions, 2006. I 
also undertake to give any other information that may be requested from time to time by the Authority.  
 
I understand that the Authority shall not be precluded from taking action in the event that the licenced premised are not kept 
in accordance with the standards listed in the licence conditions or any material alteration is carried out without prior consent 
of the Authority.  
 
 
 
 
Name in Full:     Signature:     Date:  
 

K. Declaration by Applicant 

 

L. Data to be supplied together with application only in case of intention to operate a 

new biofuel filling station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following technical details must be supplied wh enever an application of the granting of a licence regarding a 
new biofuel filling station  is submitted: 
 

1. ‘As built’ plans and drawings detailing the whole development. 
2. Drawings identifying hazardous areas and types of zones. 
3. Diagrams of the layout of tanks, pipework and dispensers. 
4. Details of construction of tank. 
5. Certificate for testing of tank and/or leak monitoring system. 
6. Details and construction of pipework and method of installation. 
7. Certificate for testing of pipework and/or leak detection system. 
8. Details of leak detection system installed. 
9. Commissioning certificate of leak detection system. 
10. Diagram of the layout of the drainage system. 
11. Electrical installation:  (i) pre-commissioning test record 

(ii) inventory check list 
(iii) initial assessment 
(iv) inspection and test report 
(v) certificate of test and inspection 
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M. Documents to be included with application 

Please justify if any of these documents is not submitted  
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Certified copies of updated Memorandum and Articles of association of company or deed of partnership or other deed 

or authenticated agreement establishing the corporate body. 
 

2. A certified certificate of the registration certificate.      
 

3. Certificate of good standing issued by the MFSA. 
 

4. Police Conduct certificates for directors. 
 

5. Full particulars in a separate, signed and dated statement of any convictions or enforcement actions undertaken by a 
regulatory authority in last 5 years or any pending charges, as requested in Section E of this application. NIL 
certification is also required. 

 
6. Full particulars in a separate, signed and dated statement of any refusal, suspension, revocation, invalidation or 

cancellation of any licence or permit or other form of registration by any regulatory authority, in any country either  to 
the applicant or any of its shareholders /promoters. NIL certification is also required. 

 
7. Copies of audited and regulatory accounts for the latest two years that are available. 

 
8. Description of the group of companies, if applicable, of the applicant.  

 
9. Disclosure on every shareholder of the applicant holding at least 10% of shares in the applicant. (Memo & Articles, 

certificate of registration, good standing certificate, last audited accounts, banking reference – in case of corporate 
shareholders; police conduct certificate, copy of passport, banking reference – in case of individual shareholders). 

 
10. List of countries and territories where, within the last five years, the prospective licencee/parent companies have been 

operating, copies of licences, if available. 
 

11. Business plan for 3 years with financial projections and sufficient description of the proposed operations. 
 

12. Nomination of Authorised Local Representative (and disclosure of same as in 9 above). 
 

13. Copy of lease agreement/licences for storage facilities. 
 

14. Performance Bond Form (Section 9). 
 

15. In the case of a primary storage facility which is within the scope of the COMAH regulations clearance in writing from 
the OHSA  that that facility is abiding with the aforesaid COMAH Regulations and certification that the facility for all 
intents and purpose is safe to operate. 

 
16. Development permit (where applicable). 

 
17. Copy of insurance policy. The Authority reserves the right to request the applicant to alter the cover in a manner that is 

acceptable to it 
 

18.  In the case of biofuel retailing: 
1. Opening hours regime including a list of the weekly schedule. The Authority reserves the right to request the 

applicant to alter the cover in a manner that is acceptable to it. 
2. The following data is also required on the site operator who will be responsible for the day-to-day operation of the 

station: 
• A notarised copy of the ID Card. 
• A police conduct certificate. 
• Copy of certificate of course organised by Authority 

 
Detach Section 8 and Section 9 and send completed application and all attachments to: Director of Energy  

Malta Resources Authority 
Millennia 
Aldo Moro Road 
Marsa LQA 06 
Malta 
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Received By:          Date: 
 
 
 
Amount Due:     Amount Paid:  
 
 
 
Reference File Number: 
 
 
 
Official Stamp: 
 

 

N. For Office Use  

 

Note – Data Protection Notice 

All personal data submitted to the Authority shall be used only in relation to the processing of this application. The 

information shall not be in whole or in part, transmitted to third parties except in those cases where it is required to 

do so by law. 
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9.  Performance Bond Form 

 

MRA Form of Bid Bond I Performance Guarantee  

The Chairman, Malta Resources Authority, 

Our Letter of Guarantee No:           for ___________ Maltese Liri (Lm_______)  by order 

of: 

 
 
 

Name of Applicant 

 

Reference is made to the application (hereinafter referred to as the 'Application') for the 

granting of a licence to carry out the activities of Importation, Wholesale, Production, 

Storage, Blending and/or retail of Biofuels (hereinafter referred to as the 'Licence') made 

by  

 

 

Name and Address of Applicant 

hereinafter referred to as 'the Applicant', whereby the Applicant inter alia undertakes: 

 

• not to withdraw its application for the licence at any point in time prior to the award 

of the Licence by the Malta Resources Authority (hereinafter referred to as the 

MRA);  

 
• in the event that it will be awarded the Licence, to unreservedly accept the Licence 

and all conditions therein; and  

 
• in the event that it will be awarded the Licence by the MRA, to fulfill and to abide to 

all conditions and requirements as will specified in the Licence.  

 

At the request of the Applicant, we__________________________________________                     

(insert name of bank I financial institution) hereby guarantee to pay you on the demand 

a maximum sum of ______________________ Maltese liri (Lm ________ ), in the 

event that the obligations in the Application and, or the Licence are not duly performed 

by the Applicant.  

 

It is understood that this guarantee will become payable on your first written demand 

which must be sent to____________________________________________________                                                 
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(insert address of bank I financial institution) accompanied by this document. It shall not 

be incumbent upon us to verify whether such a demand is justified.  

 

For avoidance of doubt and for all intents and purposes of law, it is hereby specifically 

declared that although this instrument gives rise to legal relations between the 

Guarantor and the Beneficiary, this guarantee does not exempt the Applicant from any 

obligations, acts of performance or undertakings assumed under the application, 

Licence and, or Law 

 

This guarantee is personal to yourself/yourselves and is not transferable or assignable. 

 

 

Name in Full:     Signature:      

 

 

Name in Full:     Signature:      

 

 

 

I accept in their entirety the conditions set out above. 

 

 

Name of Applicant:     Signature 

 


